A   PHYSICAL   CULTURE
masquerade in the forms of the eighteenth century, retained little of its spirit There was no scope in the twenties for the urbane magnificence of a Chesterfield or Horace Walpole's inexhaustible capacity for elegant trifling Such a life as Gibbon's, such steady concentration of purpose on one intellectual end, such serene elevation above the insular and the provincial, had no counterpart after Waterloo, nor is it easy to conceive of one of the friends of George IV's last years plunging, like Charles Fox, into Euripides, to console himself for the loss of a fortune at the tables
It is not only in speech and writing that the decline of upper-class culture, since the eighteenth century, is apparent The great gentlemen of that age of knee-breeches and ruffles may have shamelessly exploited their monopoly of political power, they may have led selfish and scandalous lives, but they did at least impose a standard of good taste on those who ministered to their well-being They built for themselves suitably imposing mansions, they surrounded themselves with lovely furniture, they had themselves painted by masters, they filled their libraries with beautifully bound copies of all purchasable English and foreign classics , their dress, their deportment, elegant without ostentation, proclaimed them artists of life
AH this gradually altered with the coming of the nineteenth century The demand for beauty was no longer insistent or discriminating enough to call form supply on anything like the old scale The great age of furniture ends with Sheraton, and though tihe decline to the Eatly Victorian is not as steep or calasttophic as people, who have not studied the taafatet for themselves, are wont to believe, only a <could pretend that there can be any com-of nineteenth with eighteeath-century fur-It is tfae same with the manufacture of
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